
FINANCE AND AUDIT COMMITTEE 
(Following the Personnel Affairs Committee) 

 Friday, September 21, 2012 

Board of Supervisors’ Meeting Room 

2
nd

 Floor, J.S. Clark Administration Building 

Southern University and A & M College 

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 
 

 

AGENDA 

 

 

 

1.  Call to Order 

 

2.  Roll Call 

 

3.  Adoption of the Agenda 

 

4.  Public Comments 

 

5.  Action Items 

     A.  FY 2012 -2013 Athletics Budget, SUNO 

           

6.  Informational Items 

    A. Financial Status Report, as of August 31, 2012, SU System entities 

    B. Report on the Honore’ Center 

 

7. Other Business 

 

8. Adjournment 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
MEMBERS 

Mr. Myron K. Lawson – Chair; Atty. Warren A. Forstall - Vice Chair;  
Atty. Murphy F. Bell, Jr., Atty. Bridget A. Dinvaut, Atty. Walter C. Dumas 

Mr. Marc A. Guichard, Mr. Willie E. Hendricks, Dr. Eamon M. Kelly 
Mr. Darren G. Mire - Ex Officio 
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Report to the SUS Board of Supervisors

The Five Fifths Agenda for America 

and the

 Honore’ Center for Undergraduate Student Achievement

September 17, 2012

 

For the past several months, a team of faculty and staff from the Southern University System, 
Jackson State University and the Barthwell Group consultants, has engaged in a process to 
research and design a holistic approach to reclaiming and developing black male human capital.  
The project, titled the Five Fifths Agenda for America (FFAA), has four goals: increase the 
number of black male baccalaureate graduates, increase the number of black male teachers 
and STEM graduates, establish public Historically Black Colleges and Universities as institutional 
bases for long term systemic change, and bring truth to the conversation about the relationship 
between black men and America.

The design process involved research, identification and assessment of best practices, design 
conferences, and review and feedback from experts in the field.  The research sources and 
methodology, best practices assessment criteria and design recommendations are described 
in the template:  The Five Fifths Agenda for America: Reclaiming and Developing Black Male 
Human Capital – A National Demonstration (available upon request).  The template is a guide 
to establish two demonstration sites, one at Southern University New Orleans (SUNO) and 
one in Jackson Mississippi.  It envisions four components: Centers for Undergraduate Student 
Achievement; P-20 Pipeline Partnerships; Family and Community Institutes; and a Research and 
Advocacy Center.  All of these elements are described in detail in the document.  Budgets have 
also been estimated for each component.

In addition to the template, the Hanover Research Council produced a report calculating the 
economic impact of closing the employment and income gap between black and white males 
(available upon request).  The overall impact on the economy would be several hundred billion 
dollars of increased activity. 

Much of the design will be tested during the next year at the Honore’ Center for Undergraduate 
Student Achievement (HCUSA).  HCUSA is a partnership between Southern New Orleans and 
Southern University at Shreveport (SUSLA), the community college in the Southern System.  
The planning for the HCUSA informed and was informed by the FFAA design process.  The 
template recommendations will be tested in the HCUSA as implementation funding for the 
demonstration projects is sought from the corporate, non-profit and government sectors.  

HCUSA enrolled its first class of 16 students this fall from 13 different high schools in the New 
Orleans area.  Students must be Pell Grant eligible and ineligible for admission to SUNO.  They 
must live on campus and are not allowed to work off campus.  They are admitted to SUSLA 
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on the SUNO campus through a rigorous referral and interview process.  Finally, they receive 
a small stipend as a forgivable loan, which they will repay by teaching two years in the public 
schools or attaining a Masters degree in a STEM field of study. 

We believe the HCUSA holistic approach will help these young men to become successful 
college graduates despite their low standardized test scores and their challenged economic 
background. 

The HCUSA test project is funded by the State of Louisiana.  A copy of the FY 12 and FY 13 
funding and expenditures is attached.
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