
SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
(Following the Legislative Committee) 

Friday, March 30, 2012 

 3rd Floor – Multi -Media Purpose Room 

Southern University Metro Center 
610 Texas Street 

Shreveport, Louisiana  71107  

 

AGENDA 

 

 

1.  Call to Order and Invocation 

 

2. Roll Call 

 

3. Adoption of the Agenda 

 

4. Public Comments 

5. Special Recognition 

 

6. Action Items— 

 

A.  Minutes of the February 13, 2012 regular meeting of the Board of Supervisors 

B.  Committee Reports and Recommendations 

1.) Academic Affairs Committee 

2.) Athletics Committee (Reports of the March 15 and March 30, 2012 meetings) 

3.) Facilities and Property Committee 

4.) Finance and Audit Committee 

5.) Legal Affairs Committee (Report of March 15, 2012 meeting) 

6.) Legislative Committee 

7.) Personnel Affairs Committee 

C. Resolutions 

 

7. Informational Reports --  

A. System 

B. Campuses  

C. Update on the implementation of  the partial centralization of Information 

Technology, SUS 

 

8. Other Business 

 

9. Adjournment 

 

 

 



SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
Friday, February 13, 2012 

2
nd

 Floor, J.S. Clark Administration Building 

Southern University and A & M College 

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 

 
Minutes 

 The meeting of the Southern University Board of Supervisors was convened by the 
Chairman, Mr. Darren G. Mire.  The invocation was given by Rev. Joe R. Gant, Jr. 
 
PRESENT        ABSENT    
Mr. Darren G. Mire – Chair      Atty. Bridget A. Dinvaut  
Atty. Murphy F. Bell, Jr. – Vice Chair     Mr. Willie E. Hendricks 
Mr. Patrick W. Bell        
Mr. Calvin W. Braxton, Sr. 
Atty. Tony M. Clayton        
Atty. Walter C. Dumas       
Atty. Warren A. Forstall 
Rev. Joe R. Gant, Jr. 
Dr. Eamon M. Kelly 
Mr. Myron K. Lawson 
Atty. Patrick D. Magee 
Mrs. Ann A. Smith 
Mr. Demetrius Sumner 
Rev. Samuel C. Tolbert, Jr. 
 
UNIVERSITY PERSONNEL ATTENDING 
System President Ronald Mason, Jr. 
Evola Bates, Chief of Staff 
System Vice Presidents Kevin Appleton, and Tony Moore  
Chancellors James Llorens (SUBR), Victor Ukpolo (SUNO), Leodrey Williams (SUAREC),  
and Freddie Pitcher (SULC) 
  

BOARD COUNSEL 
Attys. Winston DeCuir, Jr., and Tracie Woods 
 
 
 

AGENDA ITEM 3:  SPECIAL RECOGNITION 
 

The Board recognized former Board Member Randal L. Gaines (3rd Congressional District) 
for his services to the Board and University for the past four years. 

 
Atty. Gaines expressed appreciation for having had the opportunity to serve as a member 

of the Board and pledged his continuing support of the University. 
 

*** 

Lisa_Green
Typewritten Text

Lisa_Green
Typewritten Text

Lisa_Green
Typewritten Text

Lisa_Green
Typewritten Text
BOARD ITEM 5A



Board of Supervisors 
Minutes, February 13, 2012 
Page 2 

 
 
The Board recognized the presence of State Senator Ronnie Johns (District 27).  Senator 

Johns was invited by Board Member Tolbert to attend the meeting. 
 
The Senator expressed pleasure for the opportunity to speak to the Board and pledged 

his support for the University. 
 
 

AGENDA ITEM 4:  ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 
 
 On motion of Mr. Lawson, seconded by Mr. Braxton, the agenda was adopted, as 
printed. 
 
AGENDA ITEM 5: PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
 Comments by Faculty Senate President Sudhir Trivedi related to the adverse impact of 
the current retrenchment plan on Faculty Members at SUBR. 
 
AGENDA ITEM 6:  MINUTES OF THE JANUARY 6, 2012 REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
                               BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
  
 On motion of Atty. Magee, seconded by Rev. Tolbert, 
 

RESOLVED by the Board of Supervisors for Southern University that the minutes of the 
January 6, 2012 regular meeting of the Board of Supervisors be and they are hereby 
approved. 

 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
ACADEMIC AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 
 
 On motion of Atty. Bell, seconded by Atty. Forstall, the Committee’s report and the 
following resolutions were approved. 
 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 

RESOLVED by the Board of Supervisors for Southern University, upon the 
recommendation of the Academic Affairs Committee, that the SUBR Administration be 
and it is hereby given to offer the following existing academic programs through Distance 
Learning Technologies: 
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 Bachelor of Science in Nursing 

 Executive Masters of Public Administration 
 

*** 
 

RESOLVED by the Board of Supervisors for Southern University, upon the 
recommendation of the Academic Affairs Committee, that the following Letters of Intent 
be and they are hereby approved. 
 

 Bachelor of Interdisciplinary Studies Degree Program, SUBR 

 Licensed Practical Nursing Degree Program, SUSLA 
 

*** 
RESOLVED by the Board of Supervisors for Southern University, upon the 
recommendations of the Academic Affairs Committee, that the SUSLA Administration be 
and it is hereby authorized to terminate the Associate of Applied Science in Electronics 
Technology Degree Program. 
 

*** 
 
RESOLVED by the Board of Supervisors for Southern University, upon the 
recommendations of the Academic Affairs Committee, that the New Orleans Higher 
Education Management Plan, required by ACT 419 of the 2011 Regular Session of the 
Louisiana Legislature, be and it is hereby approved. 
 
 

ATHLETICS COMMITTEE 
 

 On motion of Atty. Magee, seconded by Mr. Lawson, 
 

RESOLVED by the Board of Supervisors for Southern University, upon the 
recommendation of the Athletics Committee, that the Administration’s request to 
continue the employment of Ms. LaSandra Pugh as Interim Director of Athletics at SUBR, 
effective January 1, 2012 to February 29, 2012, at an annual prorated salary of $113,000 
be and it is hereby approved. 
 

*** 
 A motion was offered by Rev. Tolbert and seconded by Mr. Sumner for the Board to 
reject the Committee’s action and approve the appointment of Ms. Paula L. Jackson as Director 
of Athletics at SUBR. 
 
 The motion failed.  Roll call vote:  7 yeas:  Braxton, Dumas, Gant, Lawson, Smith, Sumner 
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and Tolbert; 5 nays:  M. Bell, P. Bell, Clayton, Forstall,   
  and Magee; 2 abstentions:   Mire and Kelly 

 
 
FACILITIES AND PROPERTY COMMITTEE 
PERSONNEL AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 
 
 On motion of Mr. Bell, seconded by Atty. Forstall, the following resolutions were 
approved. 
 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 

RESOLVED by the Board of Supervisors for Southern University, upon the 
recommendation of the Facilities and Property Committee, that the Committee’s 
informational report be and it is hereby approved. 
 

*** 
 

RESOLVED by the Board of Supervisors for Southern University, upon the 
recommendation of the Personnel Affairs Committee, that the SUNO Administration’s 
request to pay a $1,000 supplement to faculty and staffers for their services rendered in 
preparing for the University’s reaffirmation of accreditation by the Southern Association 
of Colleges and Schools (SACS) be and it is hereby approved. 
 
 

FINANCE AND AUDIT COMMITTEE 
 
 A motion was offered by Atty. Clayton and seconded by Atty. Forstall, that the Board 
continue its current Scholarship Award Policy. 
 
 The motion failed.  Roll call vote:  6  yeas:  M. Bell, P. Bell, Clayton, Forstall, Magee, and  
                       Smith; 7 nays: Mire, Braxton, Dumas, Kelly, Lawson,  
             Sumner, and Tolbert; 1 abstention:  Gant 
 

*** 
 

A motion was offered by Mr. Sumner and seconded by Atty. Dumas, that the Board 
approve the report of the Finance and Audit Committee. 
 

*** 
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A substitute motion was made by Mr. Bell and seconded by Rev. Gant, that the Board 
defer action on the proposed Board Educational Assistance Scholarship Policy until the Board’s 
March meeting. 

 
 The motion failed.  Roll call vote:  7 yeas:  M. Bell, P. Bell, Clayton, Forstall, Gant, Magee,  
              and Smith; 7 nays:  Mire, Braxton, Dumas, Kelly,  
              Lawson, Sumner, and Tolbert. 
 
Discussion continued. 
 
 On motion of Mr. Lawson, seconded by Atty. Magee, action of the Board Educational 
Assistance Scholarship Policy (Item 5D) was deferred until the Board’s March meeting so that 
information can be obtained regarding the use of funds under the current policy; and the 
manner in which the scholarship funds from the Department of Public Safety are being allocated 
to each of the Campuses. 
 
 The motion carried.  Mr. Sumner and Dr. Kelly voted nay. 
 
 On motion of Atty. Forstall, seconded by Atty. Magee, the Committee’s report, including 
the following resolutions were approved. 
 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 

RESOLVED by the Board of Supervisors for Southern University, upon the 
recommendation of the Finance and Audit Committee, that the FY 2011-12 General 
Budget Projections, as of December 31, 2011, for Southern University System entities be 
and they are hereby approved. 

 
*** 

 
RESOLVED by the Board of Supervisors for Southern University, upon the 
recommendation of the Finance and Audit Committee, that the tuition increase of $250 
per semester and increase of $40 per semester in the Athletic fees at the Southern 
University Laboratory School, effective Fall 2012, be and they are hereby approved. 
 

*** 
RESOLVED by the Board of Supervisors for Southern University, upon the 
recommendation of the Finance and Audit Committee, that the State Liability Travel Card 
Program Policies and Procedures for the Southern University System and Campuses, be 
and they are hereby approved. 
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C.     SYSTEM REPORT AND PRESENTATION OF STRATEGIC RECOMMENDATIONS  
 
 System President reported on his recent meeting with members of the Louisiana 
Legislative Black Caucus in which he sought their support during the upcoming Session of three 
pieces of legislation that would provide funding for the following projects: 
 

o The Honore’ Center 
o Demolition of dormitories on the SUBR campus 
o SU Laboratory School 
o  

          The Caucus Members were also asked to monitor any bills that might result from the 
report issued by the National Center for Higher Education Management Systems (NCHEMS). 
 
 Continuing, Dr. Mason reported on his meeting with the Louisiana Legislative Delegation 
in Washington, D.C. to advise and seek their support of the Five Fifths Agenda(FFAA) for 
America.  The Honore' Center at SUNO is one of the proposed FFAA demonstration projects.        
 

President Mason reported that the System and Campus Administrations have met 
relative to the centralization of the Information Technology and Human Resources components 
at the System level.  The purpose of which is to enhance the efficient and timely delivery of 
services in both areas.   

 
The President advised that an agreement was reached with the Campuses for partial 

centralization of the Information Technology component at the System level.  Under this 
agreement, the Campuses will be required to implement the recommendations made by the 
System.   The President approved and recommended  this action to the Board for approval. 

 
The second recommendation submitted by the President was for Board approval of full 

centralization of Human Resources at the System level and the creation of the position of 
System Vice President of Human Resources.    

 
 On motion of Atty. Clayton, seconded by Dr. Kelly, 
 
RESOLVED by the Board of Supervisors for Southern University, that the 

recommendations of the System President to implement partial centralization of the 
Information Technology component at the System level be and it is hereby approved. 

 
FURTHER RESOLVED by the Board of Supervisors for Southern University, that the 

President’s recommendations to centralize the Human Resources component at the System 
level; and, to create the position of System Vice President for Human Resources be and they are 
hereby approved 

 



Board of Supervisors 
Minutes, February 13, 2012 
Page 7 

 
Motion carried unanimously.  Roll call vote:  10 yeas:  Mire, M. Bell, Braxton, Clayton,  
    Forstall, Kelly, Lawson, Magee, Smith, and Sumner;  

3 abstentions:  Dumas, Gant, Tolbert; Mr. P. Bell departed 
the meeting.  

 
D.  RESOLUTIONS 
 
 On motion of Atty. Clayton, seconded by Dr. Kelly, 
 
  

RESOLVED by the Board of Supervisors for Southern University, that the Southern 
University System is a unique asset for the Citizens of the State of Louisiana, especially its 
underserved and Africans Americans. 
 
FURTHER RESOLVED that the Southern University System agrees with the Governance 
Commission and the Board of Regents that Louisiana should continue to have four higher 
education systems and that one, the Southern System, should continue to fulfill its 
special responsibility at the nation’s only Black College and University System. 
 

*** 
 

RESOLVED by the Board of Supervisors for Southern University, that commendations 
from the Board be and they are hereby extended to Mr. James Simmons, an alumnus of 
Southern University – Baton Rouge and Lafayette Parish School System’s Director of 
Athletics, on his induction into the Louisiana Sports Hall of Fame on Wednesday, January 
25, 2012 in Lafayette, Louisiana. 
 

*** 
RESOLVED by the Board of Supervisors for Southern University that condolences be and 
they are hereby extended to the families listed below: 

 

 The Delanily R. Sawyer Family 

 The James Wilkerson, Sr. Family 

 The Carville Knighten Family 

 The John Anderson II Family 

 The Thelma C. Cobb Family 

 The Gerald Marchand Family 

 The Henry Dejoie, Sr.  Family 
 

Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 
Board of Supervisors 
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AGENDA ITEM 7:  INFORMATIONAL REPORTS  
 
    CAMPUSES 
 
 Campus reports were presented by the Chancellors and are available for review on video 
or audio tape in the Board’s Office. 
 

*** 
 
 On motion of Mr. Lawson, seconded by Atty. Magee, the agenda was amended to add 
the following item. 
 
  Item 8A:  Focused Search for Director of Athletics, SUBR 
 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 
 

AGENDA ITEM 8:  OTHER BUSINESS 
 
 A.  FOCUSED SEARCH FOR DIRECTOR OF ATHLETICS, SUBR 
 
 On motion of Mr. Lawson, seconded by Atty. Magee, 
 

RESOLVED by the Board of Supervisors for Southern University, that Chancellor James 
Llorens be and he is hereby authorized to conduct a focused search to fill the position of 
Director of Athletics at Southern University – Baton Rouge. 

 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
AGENDA ITEM 9:  ADJOURNMENT 
 
 On motion of Mr. Lawson, the meeting was adjourned. 
 
 
 
 

### 
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